MEMOIRS   OF   A.  CAVALIER.
Advertisement to the JZdinfourgh Edition of 1800,
WHETHER this interesting work is conoid ere'1 ai *, romance, or as a senes of authentic inemons, in which the only fabulous circumstance is the existence of the hero, it must undoubtedly be allowed to be of the best descnption of either species of composition, and to reflect additional lustie, even on the author of Robinson Ciusoe.
There is so much simplicity and apparent fidelity of state* mcnt thioughout the nan alive, that the feelings aic little indebted to those who would lemovo the veil, and the foinier editors, peihaps, have acted not unwisely in loaxnig the circumstances of its authenticity in then onginal obseuiit} The Memons of a Cavaliei, luvvc long, liowovei, been nseei-tamed to be the pi oduction of DANIM, I>L Poi<> Both the first and second editions were published without date, but, from othei evidence, the woik appeals to have been wiitten shoitly after Ilobinson Crusoe, in 1720-1.
A few Notes have been added to the ptescnt edition, collected fiom the penodical publications of the time (now rare and cuiious), to exhibit the exact coincidence of the facrs themsehes, with the tiansactions nanatcdm the^c Mci*ious#
Edinburgh, 1809.